THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
without changing his attitude, make an argument in a calm
conversational tone, unmixed with the slightest oratorical flour-
ish, so solid and complete that little more remained to be said
on the subject in question. He gave the impression of having
at his disposal a rich and perfectly ordered store of thought
and knowledge upon which he could draw with perfect ease
and assurance. When I was first introduced to him he ap-
peared to me rather distant in manner than inviting friendly
approach. But I was told that ill health had made him unsoci-
able and somewhat morose and testy, and, indeed, there was
often a trace of suffering and weariness in his face. It was
also remarked in the Senate that at times he was ill-tempered
and inclined to indulge in biting sarcasms and to administer
unkind lectures to other Senators, which in some instances dis-
turbed his personal intercourse with his colleagues. But there
was not one of them who did not hold him in the highest esteem
as a statesman of commanding ability and of lofty ideals, as
a gentleman of truth and conscience, as a great jurist and an
eminent constitutional lawyer, as a party man of most honor-
able principles and methods, and as a patriot of noblest ambi-
tion for his country.

Being also a man of conservative instincts averse to un-
necessary conflicts and always disinclined to go to extremes
in action as well as in language, he was expected to exert a
moderating influence in his committee; and this expectation
was not disappointed as far as his efforts to prevent a final
breach between the President and the Republican majority in
Congress was concerned. But regarding the main question
whether the "States lately in rebellion" should be fully re-
stored to their self-governing functions and to full participa-
tion in the government of the Republic without having given
reasonable guarantees for the maintenance of the " legitimate
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